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3000 COMMON WORD LEARNERS DICTIONARY           Notes 1

The contents are based on an approximation of the 3,000 commonest words, with additions for:

● Derivatives

● Examples of outline formations and stroke joins

● Special Outlines (listed below) which are written somewhat outside the normal rule and should not be
used as a basis for forming other outlines

● All Short Forms and the majority of Contractions and Optional Contractions - these and words
containing them are shown all bold

● Modern pronunciation is followed where this is at variance with that shown in the 100,000-word large
red Pitman New Era Dictionary (published UK 1974)

ABBREVIATIONS

adj. = adjective
aux.verb = auxiliary verb
sing. = singular

* = exact form is not present in the Pitman Dictionary mentioned above. Many are normal outlines that are
now used as verbs and so take various endings. The outlines given conform strictly to the rules and there
are no personalised outlines.

underline = indicates the stressed syllable in otherwise identical words, where this changes the vowel e.g.
entrance entrance.

SO = SPECIAL OUTLINES

For convenience, avoiding overlong or awkward outlines:
assuredly downright necessarily unnecessarily sincerely swerved swerver typewriter typewriting
typewritten writing/handwriting written/handwritten/unwritten shrinker subdivide-d-ing subdivision

Extended use of doubling:
adventure curvature cylindrical feature future nature picture signature structure theatrical therefore (SF)
venture

To enable insertion or attachment of vowel sign:
deny doubtless linear needful needless needlessly neither night owl unite

Distinguishing Outlines: (Normal outlines and Short Forms in italics)

Note also the use of Ish + N Hook, rather than Shun Hook, to indicate the extra syllable:
continuation (vs contention), evaluation (vs evolution), graduation (vs gradation), situation (vs station)

agent agency gentleman (SF)
Australasian Australian
bridal bridle
burial birth
caused cost
curable carriable
dearest truest
editor debtor
evidence avoidance
farmer former (adj.) former (noun)
farther further
farthest furthest
favourite favoured
fatal futile vital

giant gentleman (SF)
gradually greatly (SF)
hearty hardy
human humane
inevitable unavoidable
newest next (SF)
notable noble
poorest purest
pre-eminent permanent prominent
pure poor
regret regard
sacred secret
separate support
shocker shaker

transcribe describe
undefined indefinite
unsoiled unsold
warrior wearier
woman women

Note also:
descriptions discourse
incomer (SF) newcomer
impatient impassioned
predict protect
responsibilities responses
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3000 COMMON WORD LEARNERS DICTIONARY           Notes 2

MARKED WITH “Note”: learned learnt, mound mount, public-publish-ed, solvent solvend. As the outlines
are identical, these may be written with all full strokes if it is felt necessary to distinguish between them,
and especially important for “public” vs “published” when used as an adjective. This feature of halving
needs attention where the results are the same part of speech and cannot be distinguished by their
vowels.

SHORT FORMS “as is” “is as”

There are many variations on these pairs of words, not all shown in this dictionary:
The large circle above the line represents any combination starting with “as” or “has”.
The large circle on the line represents any combination starting with “is” or “his”.

VOWEL SIGN ESSENTIAL
in these, and appropriate
derivatives:

absolute obsolete
adapt adopt
aged agèd
alive live
amaze amuse
appeal appal
auditor daughter
avoid void
candlelight candlelit
commissioner
commissionaire
dedicate deduct detect
did not, didn’t
do not, don’t, had not
emailed mailed
enjoyable knowledgeable
expand expend
extract extricate
friendless friendlessness
god guide
hardness hardiness
honestly nicely noisily
hourly really
inhuman inhumane
inner near
knees nose
lent/lend loaned
outer true
pass oppose
perfect provoked
permit promote
questioner questionnaire
snow sun, snowy sunny
specialised specialist
sunlight sunlit
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